
COOL	CARTOGRAPHY	
	
Explore	the	skill,	care,	and	sometimes	humor	that	go	into	creating	a	map.	Students	
will	create	their	own	map	of	a	“country”	and	make	it	a	work	of	art.	
	
Kansas	College	and	Career	Ready	Standards	for	Social	Studies/Geography:	

• Standard	3	Societies	are	shaped	by	beliefs,	ideas,	and	diversity.	
	

Kansas	College	and	Career	Ready	Standards	for	Visual	Arts:	
• VA:	Cr1.1.3		Elaborate	on	an	imaginative	idea.	

• VA:	Cr2.1.3		Individually	or	collaboratively	construct	representations,	
diagrams,	or	maps	of	places	that	are	a	part	of	everyday	life.	

• VA:	Cr3,1,3		Elaborate	visual	information	by	adding	details	in	an	artwork	to	
enhance	emerging	meaning.	

	
	
	

Classroom	teacher	should	provide:	
	

• 9”x12”	white	construction	paper	–	one	per	student	
• Crayons,	colored	pencils	or	markers	–	student’s	choice	
• Pencils	
• Rulers	
• Landforms	and	Definitions	pages	for	each	student	
• Optional	–	a	variety	of	different	kinds	of	maps	as	
examples	for	students	to	view.		They	can	be	road	maps,	
political,	physical,	topographic,	etc.	World	maps,	country	
or	city	maps	will	work	fine.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Program	Connection	Information	 
Please	use	an	external	microphone	(conference	style)	
rather	than	the	integrated	one	in	the	computer	for	the	
audio	for	your	class	and	locate	it	centrally	in	the	room.	It	
can	be	difficult	for	the	Greenbush	teacher	to	hear	the	
students	using	the	computer	microphone	and	therefore	it	
reduces	the	interactive	nature	of	the	lesson.	It	is	fine	to	
use	the	computer	webcam	for	your	video	source.	 

All	classes	will	take	place	using	Zoom	desktop	video.	If	your	building	is	
already	set	up	to	use	a	desktop	video	application	with	a	computer,	simply	
open	a	browser	and	enter	https://zoom.us/j/3662120241	in	the	URL	space.	
You	may	need	to	download	Zoom	launcher	software	(free	download)	if	you	
don't	already	have	it.	This	needs	to	be	done	in	advance	of	the	lesson.	 

If	using	a	Polycom	video	conferencing	unit	(or	any	legacy	type	video	
conferencing	unit)	to	connect	to	a	ZOOM	conference,	make	sure	the	unit	is	in	
"encrypted	mode"	then	dial	the	following	IP	on	the	internet:	162.255.37.11	or	
162.255.36.11	and	once	connected,	they	will	ask	for	a	MEETING	ID:	enter	
3662120241	(for	Sharon	at	Science	Center).	 

It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	touch	base	with	your	district	technology	facilitator	
prior	to	your	program	to	make	sure	all	systems/equipment	are	in	place	and	
operational	and	that	there	aren’t	any	firewalls	in	place	that	might	prevent	you	
from	connecting	to	Zoom.	 

Once	you	connect,	you	will	enter	a	Zoom	waiting	room.	Your	Greenbush	
teacher	will	admit	you	into	the	final	meeting	room. 

If	you	have	questions,	please	call	Sharon	Bertolio	at	Greenbush,	620-724-	
6281,	or	email	at	sharon.bertolio@greenbush.org	(best	method	of	contact). 

 



	

Bay		 Part	of	a	body	of	salt	water	that	reaches	into	the	land;	usually	smaller	than	a	gulf.		

Beach		 A	coastal	landform	consisting	of	deposits	of	sediments	that	run	parallel	to	the	shore.		

Canyon		 A	narrow	valley	with	steep	sides;	usually	created	by	erosion.		

Cave		 A	large	hole	in	the	ground	or	in	the	side	of	a	hill	or	mountain.		

Cliffs		 Steep	faces	of	rock	and	soil.		

Coast		 Land	along	the	sea	or	ocean.		

Continent		 A	very	large	land	mass.		

Dam		 A	wall	built	across	a	stream	or	river	to	hold	back	water.		

Desert		 An	area	with	very	little	rainfall	or	vegetation.		

Forest		
	
A	large	area	of	land	covered	with	trees	and	underbrush;	big	wooded	area.		

Geyser		 A	natural	hot	spring	that	occasionally	sprays	water	and	steam	above	the	ground.		

Glacier		 A	huge	mass	of	ice	slowly	flowing	over	a	landmass.		

Gulf		 A	large	area	of	a	sea	or	ocean	partially	enclosed	by	land.		

Harbor		
A	sheltered	part	of	a	body	of	water	deep	enough	to	provide	a	place	for	ships	to	
anchor.		

Iceberg		 A	large	floating	piece	of	ice	that	has	broken	away	from	an	ice	shelf	or	a	glacier.		

Island		 A	piece	of	land	completely	surrounded	by	water.		

Lake		 A	large	inland	body	of	fresh	water	or	salt	water.		

Marsh		
An	area	of	soft,	wet,	low	lying	land,	with	grassy	plants,	often	forming	a	transition	
zone	between	water	and	land.		

Landforms	and	Descriptions	



Mountain		
A	high,	rocky	land,	usually	with	steep	sides	and	a	pointed	or	rounded	top,	higher	
than	a	hill.		

Ocean		 The	largest	body	of	salt	water;	they	cover	3⁄4	of	the	earth’s	surface.		

Peninsula		
A	piece	of	land	that	extends	into	a	body	of	water	and	is	surrounded	on	three	sides	
by	water.		

Plains		 Broad,	flat	or	gently	rolling	areas;	usually	low	in	elevation.		

Prairie		 A	large	area	of	flat	or	rolling,	mostly	treeless	grassland.		

Reservoir		
	
A	man-made	lake	that	is	primarily	used	for	storing	water.		

River		 A	large	natural	stream	of	water	emptying	into	an	ocean,	lake	or	other	body	of	water.		

Sea		 A	large	body	of	water,	usually	salt	water,	partly	or	completely	surrounded	by	land.		

Swamp		
An	area	of	land	that	is	always	soaked	with	water;	low,	wet	land	that	supports	grass	
and	trees.		

Valley		
A	long	lowland	between	ranges	of	mountains,	hills	or	other	uplands,	often	having	a	
river	or	stream	running	along	the	bottom.		

Volcano		
A	mountain-like	vent	in	the	Earth's	crust.	When	a	volcano	erupts,	it	spews	out	lava,	
ashes,	and	hot	gases	from	deep	inside	the	Earth.		

Waterfall		 A	place	where	running	water	makes	a	sheer	drop,	usually	over	a	cliff.		

	
	



 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Lesson Resources 



	
	
A	great	resource	to	consider	is	from	KidsGeo.com	
	
	

	
	
https://kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/types-of-maps/	
	



	
	
	
A	great	resource	to	consider	is	from	KidsGeo.com	

	
	

	
	
https://kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/types-of-maps/	
	



 

Program	Connection	Information	 
Please	use	an	external	microphone	(conference	style)	
rather	than	the	integrated	one	in	the	computer	for	the	
audio	for	your	class	and	locate	it	centrally	in	the	room.		
It	can	be	difficult	for	the	Greenbush	teacher	to	hear	the	
students	using	the	computer	microphone	and	therefore	
it	reduces	the	interactive	nature	of	the	lesson.		It	is	fine	
to	use	the	computer	webcam	for	your	video	source	
though.	

All	classes	will	take	place	using	Zoom	desktop	video.	If	your	building	is	
already	set	up	to	use	a	desktop	video	application	with	a	computer,	simply	
open	a	browser	and	enter	https://zoom.us/j/3662120241	in	the	URL	space.		
You	may	need	to	download	Zoom	launcher	software	(free	download)	if	you	
don't	already	have	it.	This	needs	to	be	done	in	advance	of	the	lesson.			
	
If	using	a	Polycom	video	conferencing	unit	(or	any	legacy	type	video	
conferencing	unit)	to	connect	to	a	ZOOM	conference,	make	sure	the	unit	is	in	
"encrypted	mode"	then	dial	the	following	IP	on	the	internet:	162.255.37.11	or	
162.255.36.11	and	once	connected,	they	will	ask	for	a	MEETING	ID:	enter	
3662120241	(for	Sharon	at	Science	Center).			
	
It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	touch	base	with	your	district	technology	facilitator	
prior	to	your	program	to	make	sure	all	systems/equipment	are	in	place	and	
operational	and	no	firewalls	that	might	prevent	you	from	connecting	to	Zoom.	
	
Classes	take	place	at	the	following	times:		
	
9:00-9:45	
10:00,	10:45	
12:15-	1:00	
1:15-2:00	
2:15-3:00	



	
If	you	log	in	during	one	of	those	times,	you	may	connect	during	another	class’	
lesson.	If	you	do,	please	check	your	connection	to	make	sure	things	are	
working	properly	and	then	leave	the	meeting	until	your	scheduled	time	by	
selecting	“End	Meeting”	in	the	lower	right	corner	of	your	Zoom	screen	and	
click	on	“End	Meeting”.	You	will	need	to	rejoin	the	meeting	at	your	scheduled	
time.		This	prevents	your	site	from	interfering	with	the	lesson	currently	in	
progress.	After	your	lesson	is	finished,	please	leave	the	meeting.			
	
If	you	have	questions,	please	call	Sharon	Bertolio	at	Greenbush	(620-724-
6281).	
	
			
	



Prior	to	the	IDL	lesson,	please	pre-teach	and	
practice	these	cooperative	learning	techniques	
with	your	students.		These	will	be	used	in	the	IDL	
lessons	this	school	year.	
	
Round	Robin	
Each	member	of	the	team	takes	a	turn	sharing	orally	with	the	team.	
	
Rally	Robin	
With	a	partner,	students	take	turns	sharing	brief	oral	responses.	
	
Timed	Pair	Share	
In	pairs,	students	share	with	a	partner	for	a	predetermined	time	
while	the	partner	listens.	Then	partners	switch	roles.	
	
Stand	Up,	Hand	Up,	Pair	Up	
Students	move	around	with	hands	in	the	air	and	quickly	find	a	
partner	with	whom	to	share	or	discuss.		Once	students	find	a	
partner,	they	give	each	other	a	“high	five”	and	stand	together,	ready	
for	the	next	instructions.	
	
	
More	terms	to	know	–		
	
Shoulder	Partner:	
The	person	sitting	on		
the	student’s	right	or		
left.	 	 	 	 	 Face	Partner:	
	 	 	 	 	 The	person		
	 	 	 	 	 sitting	facing	the	
	 	 	 student.	



 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Lesson Resources 
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Read the brief passage below. Find the locations in question 1 using a map of the United States. Use 
the clues in the passage and the locations to solve the puzzle. Use atlases to help in identifying the 
state referred to in the passage.

It was a great summer day! The air was cool but felt warm on my back as my father and I loaded 
firewood onto the pickup truck. There was some maple, pine, and oak, but most of the wood 
was white birch. After loading the truck we drove home on the dirt road that led out of the woods.

It is my job to stack the firewood neatly in the shed next to our corn silos. It’s also my 
responsibility to make sure that our herd of guernseys is properly fed. I am going to go fishing 
in our pond after I finish my chores. That’s my favorite part of a summer day! 

1. In what states are the following coordinates found?

a. 33º N latitude, 112º W longitude. Name the state.  ____________________________________

b. 47º N latitude, 105º W longitude.  Name the state.  ___________________________________

c. 44º N latitude, 89º W longitude. Name the state.  _____________________________________

d. 28º N latitude, 82º W longitude. Name the state. ______________________________________

2. This story most likely takes place in which of the above states? Give reasons for your answers. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Select one of the coordinates above and write two paragraphs describing some of the physical 
and cultural features of the area on the back of this worksheet. Show your paragraphs to a 
classmate and see if he or she can determine which location (coordinates) you are describing. 

www.natgeoed.org
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Use the map below to answer the following questions. Write a letter on each blank. Then  
use the numbers below the blanks to solve the riddle. 

1. Which city is located near 45º N, 108º W? 

____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____   
1             2             3             4             5             6             7             8

2. Which city is located near 40º N, 89º W?

____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____   
9           10           11           12           13           14           15           16           17           18           19

3. Which city is located near 33º N, 84º W?

____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____    ____ 
20           21            22           23           24           25          26 

4. How did the geography teacher say goodbye to his class?

 “Have a  ____    ____    ____    ____  day!”
                     14           11            5            19   

United States

www.natgeoed.org



