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An Intervention Solution 
Designed to help striving readers in Grades 2–6 access grade-level 
complex text and work toward mastery of priority standards.

Scaffolded Instruction with Meaningful Practice

•  Aligns to Benchmark Advance texts,  

topics, and scope and sequence

•  Scaffolds learning to reach  

grade-level expectations

•  Builds content vocabulary, language,  

and comprehension

Steps to Advance offers daily 

opportunities for students to “step 

up” to on-grade-level reading with 

the support of scaffolded text.

Gradual steps provide a scaffold 

to access grade-level text.

Vertically Aligned Unit Topics and Text
10 topic-based units per 

grade integrate social studies, 

science, and literary topics  

to ensure students build 

content-area knowledge as 

they develop literacy skills.

Introduction
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Knowledge 
Blueprint 
Students record prior knowledge, 

questions, and information from 

the weekly texts and to make 

meaningful connections to the 

Essential Question and Enduring 

Understandings.

Words to Build  
Knowledge
Students learn four new Tier 2 

and/or Tier 3 words and phrases 

each week and use them while 

listening, speaking, and writing  

to understand text and build  

new knowledge.

Essential Question 
Students build vocabulary, 

comprehension, and knowledge 

around an Essential Question that 

guides students’ thinking.

Strong Visual Support

Student-Friendly Definitions

Vocabulary to Build KnowledgeEnduring Understandings

Pronunciations

Gradual Steps to Complex Text
Weekly lessons are designed to scaffold students as they  
engage with increasingly complex text.

Unit Essential Question

Lesson Design
•  Units target skills and strategies to support knowledge building. 

•  Highly scaffolded and visually supportive reading instruction  

“step up” students to grade-level complex text every week.

•  Consistent, daily routines create predictable learning environments.

Student Resources



Student Resources
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Vocabulary Development
Vocabulary Cards and Multilingual Glossary provide visual support 

and reinforce vocabulary knowledge.

Vocabulary Practice Text
Students practice vocabulary in context via a below-level 

scaffolded text with enhanced visuals to support meaning.

Amplified Text
Students “step up” to read a more complex, on-grade-level text with the same 

scaffolds and visual support provided in the Vocabulary Practice Text.

Core Text
Students read the same complex, on-grade-level text,  

written in paragraph format and with minimal visual support.

Grade-Level 

Text

Grade 4 Student Book sample pages featured

Grade 4 Student Book sample pages featured

Grade 4 Student Book sample pages featured



Teacher Resources
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Comprehensive Instructional Support 

Support students in vocabulary, knowledge building, comprehension, and 

use of writing to strengthen reading skills.

Teacher’s Guides 
Designed to scaffold students to on-grade-level success. 

Provides:

•  Focused instruction on priority skills and standards

•  Enhanced vocabulary instruction

•  Integrated Multilingual Learner support

•  Constructive conversation prompts

Skills and strategies are explicitly taught, 

practiced, and applied during each week 

of instruction.

Explicit, systematic instruction  

supports vocabulary development  

and comprehension. 

Vocabulary cards provide review and 

reinforcement of vocabulary knowledge. 

Red dots indicate the introduction of a new skill. 

Black dots indicate skills being spirally reviewed. 

Grade 4 Teacher’s Guide sample pages featured

Grade 4 Teacher’s Guide sample pages featured

Multilingual Support

Explicit, effective, and easy-to-use resource.



Teacher Resources
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Gradual build from below-level to grade-

level text each week allows students time 

and provides the scaffolding needed to 

master vocabulary and comprehension 

skills and strategies.

The Lessons at a Glance at the beginning 

of each unit reflects optimal 5-day pacing. 

Alternate pacing options are available. 

Learning Targets 

Clear and explicit learning objectives are 

identified for every lesson.

Differentiated Supports in Each Lesson

  Multilingual Learner Support  

Supports linguistically challenging aspects of each 

lesson at three levels: light, moderate, and substantial.

Constructive Conversations 

Peers discuss ideas relating to the unit’s 

Enduring Understandings, demonstrating 

mastery of vocabulary, content, and skills.

Scaffold Students During Reading 

If/Then chart provides explicit support 

for scaffolding students based on 

observed reading behaviors.

Grade 4 Teacher’s Guide 

sample pages featured

Grade 4 Teacher’s Guide 

sample pages featured

Meet the needs of diverse learners in your classroom.
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Assessments Planning & Family Engagement
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Access assessments in the Steps 

to Advance Intervention Solutions 

library on Benchmark Universe.

Home–School Connection
Letters, written in multiple languages, give clear 

and helpful ways for caregivers to support learning 

and see the progress students are making.

Program Guide
Offers an overview of the program and includes:

•  Support for implementation

•  Suggested pacing guides

• Assessment overview

•  Pre/Post-Assessments establish a 

baseline for each student, and the Post-

Assessment measures student progress.

•  Weekly Assessments target vocabulary, 

skills, and strategies taught during the 

preceding week.

•  Unit Assessments measure students’ 

understanding of the vocabulary, skills, 

and strategies taught throughout the unit.

Planning and Family Engagement
Plan for implementation to meet instructional goals.

Measure Growth of Targeted Skills
Assess weekly across knowledge building units.

Assessments

Letters to family members/caregivers provide ideas  
for how to support learning at home.



P H O N I C S 

Identify and tailor instruction for students needing support 
with foundational skills. SCAN TO 

LEARN MORE

SCAN TO 

LEARN MORE
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The Science of Reading  
Research in Action
The “Science of Reading” is a consistent and extensive body of research that 
documents the skills and capabilities needed for students to be skilled readers.

Benchmark Phonics Intervention provides phonics and 

phonological awareness instruction to students two or  

more years below grade-level expectations. It offers:

•  Explicit and systematic phonics instruction

•  Built-in review and repetition cycle

•  Frequent application to reading and writing

•  Supports that regularly build vocabulary and  

content knowledge

SIMPLE VIEW  

OF READING

SCARBOROUGH’S 

 READING ROPE

SKILLED READING

DECODING

LANGUAGE 
COMPREHENSION

READING COMPREHENSION

W
ORD RECOGNITION

LA
NGUAGE C

OM
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 Phonological Awareness

 Decoding

 Background Knowledge

 Vocabulary Knowledge

Language Structures

Verbal Reasoning

Literacy Knowledge

Sight Word Recognition

x

=

Theoretical Models That Underpin the  

SCIENCE OF READING

Engaging topic sets feature scaffolds for literacy and 

language development that:

•  Align with each Steps to Advance unit

•  Provide scaffolds to complex text

• Develop language

14

Science of Reading

Build vocabulary and knowledge while explicitly teaching grade-level 
reading and comprehension skills.

 

Language Comprehension  
with Decoding Results in  
Reading Comprehension 
Complement Steps to Advance with additional research-based programs. 

Additional Resources
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Discount up to 10% available with purchase of  
Steps to Advance and complementary programs.

Print + Digital: 1 Student Package

Consumable Student Books (2-volume set) 
with Online Subscription (1 year)

Grade 2 B9-XY9264 

Grade 3 B9-XY9265  

Grade 4 B9-XY9266

Grade 5 B9-XY9267 

Grade 6 B9-XY9268

Grade 2 B9-XY9304 

Grade 3 B9-XY9305  

Grade 4 B9-XY9306

Grade 5 B9-XY9307 

Grade 6 B9-XY9308

Print + Digital: 5 Student Packages

Consumable Student Books (2-volume set) 
with Online Subscription (1 year)Grade 2 B9-XY9344

Grade 3 B9-XY9345 

Grade 4 B9-XY9346

Grade 5 B9-XY9347 

Grade 6 B9-XY9348

Steps to Advance Intervention Solutions  
with Online Subscription

Print + Digital Teacher Packages

Each Grade-Level Teacher Package Includes:

• Teacher’s Resource Systems (2 volumes)  

•  Student Books (2 volume set) 

• 120 Vocabulary Cards (2 volume set) 

• Program Guide

• Online Subscription with eAssessment (1 year)

Multi-year subscriptions are available.

SCAN TO 

LEARN MORE

®

For more information and pricing, 

reach out to your Sales Rep.


